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Image - from my own collection (number 41).
The poems in the book are:-

1967* (actually a prose piece)To Robert Graves
“This silent call you make to me’

‘When the only colour is black’

Autumn Morning*

Values "67

Why Indeed*

To Robert Graves™* (a second poem of that name)
Values 1968

Escapee*

A poem To No One But Yearning*

The soldiers at Lauro

Spring*

*These poems remain unpublished in other Milligan books.

This is the first of Spike’s limited edition books and broadsheets that Spike had Toni
Savage, a Leicester printer produce for him. This is another book that feels good in the hand,
the cover and paper are quite stiff, the size and weight just mean it is easy to handle and
invites further discovery of the contents within. I suspect all Spike’s chapbooks have a
similar feeling; I look forward to being able to cradle them in my hand and read them too.


http://search.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vl%28freeText0%29=%20Spike%20++%20Milligan%20+1918-2002&vl%28461536106UI0%29=creator&vl%28461536102UI3%29=books&vl%281UIStartWith0%29=exact&fn=search&tab=local_tab&mode=Advanced&vid=BLBNB&scp.scps=scope%3a%28BNB%29

The book contains 13 previously unpublished poems by Milligan. Many of them
remain unpublished in his other books. The foreword written by Spike illustrates graphically
Spike’s state of mind at the time.

Foreword
In this book there are some poems which
were written in mental agony caused by
creatures who are laughingly called Human
Beings. In my 50 years of living I have
discovered that there is no such thing as a
Human Being, only me.
I was once afraid of death,; now I welcome it.
I personally can’t wait to say ‘Goodbye’
to this world.
Spike Milligan
January 1969

The print run on this book was 150 numbered copies but some libraries have copies
that are designated ‘out of series’ or simply are not numbered suggesting there were more
than 150 copies produced. Two unnumbered books that I am aware of have at least four
pages that are not included in the numbered books. This is a folded sheet of the original paper
giving four extra pages. The first page is a title page, then a blank page, then further
publication details and a block illustration and the last page includes the poem Spring. The
fact that 50 were for sale at 26/- post paid was included with the publication details. This
extra sheet appears to be an advertising pamphlet for the book on the same paper as the book
and has been laid in to the original book. Copies in libraries are often signed by Toni Savage
suggesting it was he who distributed the book quite extensively.

The distribution of this book is interesting. There are 25 libraries in WorldCat that
carry copies. Six are in the U.K. and Ireland, the rest are in the U.S. (16) and Canada (3).
Only the British Library has a numbered copy, number 5, the others, Cambridge, Oxford,
National Library of Scotland, Devon Libraries and Trinity College, Dublin have unnumbered
copies.

The origin of the books is not often recorded in library catalogues but it seems many
have copies from Toni Savage; however some libraries have purchased their own copies.

An undergraduate poetry magazine, Sad Traffic, produced by students of Bretton Hall
College in Barnsley Yorkshire, has a serialised version of ‘Values’ in issue 2 and 3 in 1970.
Included were Spike’s foreword and the first six poems. There are no more poems in
subsequent issues. There is no explanation in the magazine of why not all the poems were not
serialised. There is a statement that they intended to publish all at the outset but something
prevented them from completing this intention. Spike was certainly keen to distribute his
serious poetry widely.
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